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We act — at our peril — as if “open” is politically 
neutral, let alone politically good or progressive...We 
presume that, because something is “open” that it 
necessarily contains all the conditions for equality or 
freedom or justice. We use “open” as though it is free 
of ideology...this notion, a false one, that “open” wipes 
away inequalities, institutions, biases, history, that 
“open” “levels the playing field.”

If we believe in equality, if we believe in participatory 
democracy and participatory culture, if we believe in 
people and progressive social change, if we believe in 
sustainability in all its environmental and economic and 
psychological manifestations, then we need to do 
better than slap that adjective “open” onto our 
projects and act as though that’s sufficient or — and 
this is hard, I know — even sound.

Audrey Watters, “From Open to Justice”
Hack Education
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Olivia Laing, whose forthcoming book The Lonely City is a cultural history of loneliness, 
says that although love locks are “exceptionally irritating, I understand the sentiment. 
Love is such a vulnerable state: who doesn’t engage in magical thinking to ward off the 
terrifying spectres of separation and loss?”
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“digital practices contribute to the fruitful mess that characterises education, 
casting new light on issues of power, responsibility, sustainability, reach and 
contact. …a key element of emerging technology is its not-yetness: there is so 
much we do not know when we engage with these technologies. We must 
therefore choose to dwell as teachers in [a] state of radical and enduring 
uncertainty …We need practices that acknowledge and work with complexity to 
help us stay open to what may be genuinely surprising about what happens when 
online learning and teaching meets emerging technologies.”



For whom, by whom, and for what? 
What space is there for diversity/distinctiveness? For justice?



“Who can make OER? 
Anyone...with institutional support, time, 
cumulative advantage of tenure and 
digital skills without the immediate need 
for pay, job security, mobility, and 
prestige.”

Tressie McMillan Cottom, “Open in the 
Age of Inequality,” OpenCon 2018
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Who benefits and who is at risk? 
How can benefits/risks be more evenly distributed?



“At a personal level, open as in dangerous is about loss of privacy, and loss of 
agency. And for marginalized people especially — a very real danger of being open 
on today’s internet is the danger of being targeted for abuse, and harassment, for 
rape and/or death threats, and the danger of being doxxed.”

Chris Bourg, Open as in Dangerous



The Open University
https://help.open.ac.uk/documen
ts/policies/ethical-use-of-
student-data



DLINQ CryptoParties @ Middlebury
https://tinyurl.com/dlinqcrypto



"Mexico/US Pacific Ocean border fence" by Tony Webster. Licensed under CC BY 2.0 via Commons.

What is in the borderlands of openness and closedness? 
What space is there for open-endedness?



“all forms of openness entail forms of 
closed-ness” 
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“Borders are set up to define the spaces that are safe and 
unsafe, to distinguish us from them...A borderland is a vague 
undetermined place created by the residue of an unnatural 
boundary.”

Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands / La Frontera
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embrace agency
center diverse students’ perspectives
consider the borderlands, open-endedness
seek justice
love & care for our students



acollier@middlebury.edu

@amcollier
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http://dlinq.middcreate.net 
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